
Guide to Choosing an Online School
Choosing the right education for your children is one of the most important decisions you will make as a 
parent. With the growth of online learning options, Latin American families now have access to 
innovative educational programs that offer flexibility, personalization, and academic excellence from 
the comfort of home.

This guide is based on this article by K12 Schools: https://www.k12.com/tips-support-for-parents/how-to-choose-online-
school/

https://www.k12.com/tips-support-for-parents/how-to-choose-online-school/
https://www.k12.com/tips-support-for-parents/how-to-choose-online-school/


Why educate online?
Online education has revolutionized the way children learn, offering 
unprecedented opportunities to personalize each student's educational 
experience. In Latin America, where families value both tradition and 
innovation, online schools represent a solution that combines the best of 
both worlds.

Online schools offer flexible schedules, allowing students to learn at their 
own pace while maintaining high academic standards. This is especially 
valuable for families who travel frequently, students with special needs, or 
those seeking a more personalized learning environment.

In addition, online education removes geographic barriers, connecting 
students with exceptional teachers and world-class educational resources 
that might not be available in their local community.



Benefits of Online Education

Flexibility
Students can learn when they are most productive, adapting their education to family needs and 
extracurricular activities.

Personalized Learning
Each student progresses at their own pace, receiving individualized attention and specific support in 
areas that need reinforcement.

Global Access
Connection with expert teachers and international educational resources regardless of location.

Safe Environment
Students learn in a controlled family environment, reducing concerns about safety and transportation.



Tips for 
Choosing an 
Online School



1: Evaluate Your Children's Needs
Before you begin exploring online school options, it is essential to deeply understand your child's unique needs. Every student is 
different, and what works for one may not be ideal for another. Take the time necessary to reflect on your child's learning style, 
personality, strengths, and challenges.

1 Learning Style
Does your child learn best visually, auditorily, or 
kinesthetically? Do they prefer to work independently or 
need more social interaction? Identifying the learning style 
will help you select a program that uses teaching methods 
aligned with their natural preferences.

2 Current Academic Level
Honestly assess where your child is academically. Are they 
advanced in some subjects and need additional challenges? 
Do they require extra support in certain areas? Look for 
programs that offer flexibility to accelerate or provide 
remediation as needed.

3 Special Needs
If your child has special educational needs, learning 
differences, or requires specific accommodations, make 
sure the online school can provide the necessary services 
and support, including assistive technology and trained 
specialists.

4 Interests and Passions
Consider your child's unique interests. Are they passionate 
about art, music, science, or sports? Look for programs that 
offer elective courses and extracurricular activities that 
nurture these passions and support well-rounded 
development.



2: Accreditation and Academic Quality
Accreditation is one of the most critical factors when evaluating any educational institution, whether traditional or 
online. An accredited school has gone through rigorous evaluation processes that ensure it meets internationally 
recognized educational standards. In Latin America, where families seek quality education that prepares their 
children for national and international universities, verifying accreditation is essential.

Recognized accreditations ensure that diplomas and certifications will be accepted by higher education institutions 
and employers. Look for accreditations from organizations such as WASC or Cognia if you are considering 
international programs. Also, verify whether the school is authorized by your country's Ministry of Education.

Accreditation 
Verify that the school is accredited by 
recognized organizations. Research the 
reputation of the accrediting body and 
how long the school has held its 
accreditation.

Rigorous Curriculum
Review the curriculum to ensure that it is 
comprehensive, challenging, and aligned 
with local and international educational 
standards. Look for programs that offer 
AP, honors, or IB courses.

Assessment Reports
Request statistics on graduation rates, 
college admissions, and student 
performance on standardized tests (AP 
or MapGrowth)



3: Tutors (Academic Support)
The quality of tutors is fundamental to the success of any educational program, and this is especially true in the online environment. Unlike 
traditional schools, where you can visit the classroom and meet the teachers in person, evaluating teacher quality in online schools requires 
asking the right questions and requesting specific information.

The best online programs employ certified teachers with experience in both their subject area and digital pedagogy. Ask about the teachers' 
qualifications, their training in online education, and how they keep students engaged in a virtual environment. It is also crucial to 
understand the teacher-student ratio, since smaller classes generally mean more individualized attention.

In addition to teachers, investigate what additional support systems are available. Are tutors available? Academic advisors? Special 
education specialists? How do teachers communicate with parents, and how often? A strong program will have multiple layers of support to 
ensure that no student falls behind.



Exceptional Online Tutors' Qualities

Certification and Credentials
Certified teachers with advanced degrees in their subject 
areas and specific training in digital pedagogy.

Passion for Teaching
Educators committed to showing genuine enthusiasm for their subject and 
the success of each student.

Clear Communication
Ability to explain complex concepts in an understandable way and maintain 
regular communication with students and families.

Technological Proficiency
Mastery of digital platforms and the ability to create 
interactive and engaging learning experiences.

Adaptability
Ability to adjust teaching methods according to the individual needs and 
learning styles of each student.

Feedback
Providing detailed evaluations and timely comments that 
help students improve continuously.



4: Explore the LMS (Canvas, Moodle, 
Schoology, etc.)
Technology is at the heart of any online learning experience. A well-designed platform can make learning intuitive, 
engaging, and effective, while a poorly designed platform can create frustration and hinder academic progress. Before 
committing to any program, take time to explore the technology platform your child will use daily.

Request a demo or free trial to experience the platform firsthand. Pay attention to how easy it is to navigate: can your child easily find assignments, 
lessons, and resources? Is the interface intuitive, or does it require extensive training? Also evaluate the quality of multimedia content: do the lessons 
include videos, animations, interactive simulations? The most effective online learning uses multiple formats to keep students engaged.

01

Technical Compatibility
Check the system requirements and make sure your 
computer, internet connection, and devices are compatible.

02

Accessibility
Confirm that the platform is accessible from multiple devices and works well 
even with moderate internet connections.

03

Technical Support
Find out what type of technical support is available, what hours they 
operate, and how quickly they respond to issues.

04

Interactive Features
Look for collaboration tools, discussion forums, video 
conferencing, and other features that encourage interaction.



5: Cost and financial flexibility
Cost is an important consideration for most families. Online education 
programs vary significantly in price, from publicly funded free options to 
premium private programs. It is essential to understand not only tuition 
costs, but also any additional expenses that may arise.

Request a full breakdown of all costs associated with the program. In 
addition to tuition, there may be fees for materials, textbooks, 
technology, extracurricular activities, exams, and graduation.

Do not let price be the only deciding factor. A higher investment may be 
worth it if the program offers superior quality, more support, and better 
results. On the other hand, some more affordable or free options can be 
excellent if they meet your child's needs. Ask about scholarships, 
payment plans, and available financial aid.

1

What are the mandatory costs?
Annual or monthly enrollment cost for the educational program. What else do you 
have to pay for?

1.

2

Materials
Books, supplies, and additional resources needed. Does the school provide them, or do 
I have to buy them?

3

Technology
Required equipment, software, and internet connection

4

Extras
Are there activities, clubs, exams, and graduation costs?



6:  Socialization
One of the most common concerns parents have about online education is socialization. It is a myth that online students are isolated or miss opportunities to develop social 
skills. The best online programs recognize the importance of social interaction and create multiple opportunities for students to connect, collaborate, and build meaningful 
friendships.

Research how the program facilitates interaction among students. Are there group projects and collaborative activities? Are there virtual clubs, local sports teams, or in-person 
events where students can meet? Many online schools organize field trips, graduation ceremonies, and social events that allow students to interact face-to-face with their 
classmates.

Live virtual classes
Interactive sessions where students 
participate in discussions, ask questions, and 
collaborate in real time with classmates and 
teachers.

In-person events
Field trips, ceremonies, and meetups that 
allow students to get to know each other 
personally and strengthen friendships.

Clubs and activities
Student organizations, sports teams, and 
interest groups that foster connections based 
on shared passions.



7: Required Parental Involvement
Online education requires different levels of parental involvement depending on the student's age, the specific program, 
and the child's level of independence. It is crucial to honestly understand how much time and energy you can dedicate to 
supporting your child's education before enrolling in an online program.

For younger students, especially in elementary school, parents often act as "tutors or teachers," helping establish routines, monitor progress, and provide 
technical support. As students mature, they generally become more independent, but may still need occasional supervision and motivation. Some 
programs are designed for highly independent students, while others expect more active parental involvement.

1Elementary (K-5)
High parental involvement: daily supervision, 

technology assistance, and routine setting. Average 
of 4-6 hours per day of direct involvement. 2 Middle School (Grades 6-8)

Moderate involvement: regular supervision, 
occasional help with difficult concepts, and progress 
monitoring. Average of 2-3 hours per day of 
availability.

3High School (9-12)
Low to moderate involvement: periodic progress checks, 

emotional support, and help with college planning. Average of 1-2 
hours per day of general supervision.



8: Check Dual Diploma and College Preparation 
Options

If your child is in high school or approaching it, it is essential to understand 
what kind of diploma they will receive upon graduation and how this will affect 
their future college and career opportunities. Not all diplomas are equal, and 
universities have different admission requirements.

Verify that the diploma is officially recognized and accepted by universities 
both in your country and abroad if your child plans to study overseas. Ask 
about international credit transfers. Universities want to see a rigorous 
academic record.

Also, look into what college counseling services the school offers. Are there 
counselors who help with college applications, essays, and scholarship 
searches? Does the program offer Advanced Placement (AP), International 
Baccalaureate (IB), or other college credit options? Does it prepare students 
for standardized tests like the SAT or ACT?

Accredited Diploma
Recognized by universities and employers

College Preparation
Advising and application support

Advanced Courses
AP, IB, and honors options available



9: Testimonials
The experiences of other families can provide valuable information that you won’t find in marketing materials. Look for honest reviews 
from parents and current or former students of the program you are considering. As you read, look for patterns in both positive and 
negative comments.

Ask the school directly if they can connect you with current families who are willing to share their experiences. Quality schools are 
generally proud of their communities and happy to facilitate these connections. Also look in social media groups, parent forums, and 
educational review sites for unfiltered perspectives.

I’m a twin, 18 years old, and I have autistic traits 
and stereotyped movements. Woodbridge 
Academy has been an appropriate solution for 
my learning difficulties. This year I will graduate 
from high school!

— Adan. (High School Graduate)

"At first I was worried about socialization, but 
my son has made incredible friends through 
online clubs and in-person events. The flexibility 
allows us to travel as a family without 
interrupting his education."

— Carlos R., parent of a 8th grade student



10: Schedule a Meeting and Ask Questions
Once you have narrowed down your options, it is time to have in-depth conversations with the admissions 
representatives of each program. A one-on-one consultation will allow you to ask specific questions about your 
child's unique needs and gain a better understanding of whether the program is the right fit for your family.

Prepare a list of questions before the meeting. Do not be afraid to ask difficult questions about retention rates, common challenges families face, 
and how the school handles problematic situations. A quality school will be transparent and honest, not evasive. Also request a virtual tour of the 
platform and, if possible, observe a live class to see the program in action.

Possible Questions
About the Curriculum
How is the curriculum adapted to different skill levels? What 
options are available for students who are advanced or need 
additional support?

About Support
What resources are available if my child is having difficulty? How 
often do teachers meet individually with students?

About Logistics
What is the typical daily schedule? What happens if we need to 
take vacation during the school year? How do exams work?

About Outcomes
What are your graduation and college acceptance rates? What 
colleges have admitted your recent graduates?



Trust Your Instinct
After completing your thorough research, it is time to 
make a decision. Review all the information you have 
gathered, compare the options side by side, and consider 
both the objective data and your subjective impressions. 
Which program feels like the best fit for your child and 
your family?

Remember that online education is not all or nothing. 
Many programs offer trial periods or semester 
enrollment, allowing you to evaluate whether it works for 
your family without a long-term commitment. If after 
some time you feel the program is not the right fit, it is 
okay to make a change. Your child’s education is too 
important to stay in a situation that does not work.

Trust your knowledge of your child, trust your research, 
and trust your instinct as a parent. You know your child 
better than anyone and are best equipped to make this 
important decision. With the right information and 
support, online education can open incredible doors and 
provide an exceptional educational experience tailored to 
your child’s unique needs.

85%
Satisfaction

Of families who choose online education report high 
satisfaction

92%
Academic Success

Of online students meet or exceed academic 
expectations

Ready to get started? Online education offers extraordinary opportunities for families seeking flexibility, 
personalization, and academic excellence. With this complete guide, you are equipped to make an informed 
decision that will benefit your child’s educational future.



Commercial break time!
If you want more information or would like to contact ISEA 
International or Woodbridge Academy directly, you can send a 
WhatsApp message to

 +1 (949) 213-9645 or write to hello@woodbridge.gt 

You can schedule a video conference at this link: https://isea.ws/citas to speak directly with someone from our team. 

The most important thing is meeting your child’s needs; the 
school you choose is secondary.

https://wa.me/19492139645
mailto:hello@woodbridge.gt
https://isea.ws/citas

